[Discussion and reflections on palliative care research methodologies].
With the significant advance of palliative care methodologies in recent years, the rigor of research design in studies addressing palliative care has become more important. However, there remain disputes and arguments regarding the appropriate approach to take with regard to studies into palliative care. The purpose of this study was to organize relevant discussions in the debate and offer suggestions regarding a palliative care theoretical framework, research design and ethical issues. The importance of this study comes from its providing insights to researchers interested in hospice and palliative care.